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Senator Ludwig asked: 
 
In regard to the Minister's leave during the Christmas break (between the last sitting of 
Parliament in 2013 and the first sitting in 2014), were there any matters with which the 
department needed to make contact with the Minister during this time? If so:  
i. Please provide a list of these matters and the date they occurred  
ii. Please provide a copy of any correspondence, emails, notes between the Minister and the 
department during this time.  
iii. Were there any times that the department was aware that it would be unable to 
communicate with the Minister?  
iv. Were there any times that the department tried to contact the Minister but were unable? 
v. Were there any matters with which the department needed to make contact with the acting 
Minister during this time? If so:  
i. Please provide a list of these matters and the date they occurred. 
ii. Please provide a copy of any correspondence, emails and notes between the acting 
Minister and the department during this time.  
iii. Were there any times that the department was aware that it would be unable to 
communicate with the acting Minister? 
iv. Were there any times that the department tried to contact the acting Minister but were 
unable?  
 
Answer: 
 
Minister Andrews did not take leave during this period. 
 
Minister Fifield was on leave from 11 to 17 January 2014. Minister Andrews handled all 
responsibilities during this period. To provide specific details would require a significant 
diversion of resources. 
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